Tlie Coming of the Portuguese

port of Calicut. A sea route to India lad been
discovered, and the change which was to revo-
lutionise the course of the main stream of the
world's commerce had begun. The long watch-
ings of Prince Henry the Navigator had at last
borne abundant fruit, though he himself had
not lived to see the fulfilment of his dreams.

To Vasco da Gama, for his courageous and
skilful conduct of the enterprise, unbounded
credit is due. But the glory of the exploit itself,
of the discovery of an ocean route to India, he
must share with a countryman of his own. The
honour for its practical discovery is Vasco da
Gama's alone; that for its theoretical discovery
belongs to Pedro Covilham. In 1487, about the
time that Bartholomew Diaz was rounding the
Cape of Good Hope, the same desire which had
prompted the expedition of Diaz led John the
Second of Portugal to despatch Pedro Covil-
ham and Alfonso de Payva overland to India to
make careful inquiries into the source of the
Venetian commerce in drugs and spices, to dis-
cover the far-famed country of Prester John,
and to ascertain whether there was any know-
ledge in India of a sea route round the south
coast of Africa between Europe and the East
Indies. " They gave them," says Purchas, " a
sea-card, taken out of a general map of the
world, . . . and all was done very secretly in the
house of Peter di Alcazova, and all . . . showed
the uttermost of their knowledge as though . , .
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